
 We invite you to celebrate the 50  anniversary
of the IDEA throughout the 25/26 school year

by engaging in activities that will facilitate
learning, promote recognition and inclusion, and

celebrate diversity. Each month, theme-based
activities and resources will be shared. To share
your celebration ideas/activities with us, please

email: IDEA50@selpa.info

th

To learn more about SELPAs, visit
www.selpa.info 

MONTHLY FOCUS: 
Pioneers & Progress: Honoring the

Roots of Inclusive Education

CELEBRATING THE 50  ANNIVERSARY OF THE INDIVIDUALS WITH

DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT (IDEA)

TH

AUGUST 2025
The Foundations of IDEA and a Look Back

HISTORY OF THE IDEA

SELPA ADMINISTRATORS OF CA

President Gerald Ford signing Public
Law 94-142 on November 29, 1975

The Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA), originally enacted in 1975 as
the Education for All Handicapped
Children Act, was born from the civil
rights movement to ensure equal
educational access for children with
disabilities. 

Influenced by landmark cases like Brown
v. Board of Education and PARC v.
Pennsylvania, the law mandated a Free
Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in
the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). 

Renamed IDEA in 1990, it expanded to
include autism and traumatic brain injury,
and later amendments emphasized
parental involvement, transition services,
and alignment with broader education
reforms. Subsequent amendments in
1997 and 2004 strengthened its
provisions. 

Though the federal full funding promise
has not been fulfilled to date, IDEA
continues to be the foundation of special
education in the U.S., guaranteeing
students with disabilities the right to learn
and thrive.

http://www.selpa.info/
http://www.selpa.info/
http://selpa.info/
http://selpa.info/


DISABILITY HIGHLIGHT
Each month a different IDEA disability will be

highlighted for review and recognition. 

The 13 special education educational disability
categories are: Autism, Deaf-Blindness,

Deafness, Emotional Disability, Hard of Hearing,
Intellectual Disabilities, Multiple Disabilities,

Orthopedic Impairment, Other Health
Impairment, Specific Learning Disability, Speech

and Language Impairment, Traumatic Brain
Injury, and Visual Impairment.

The Statewide System of Support was created in
California as a vital component of the state’s

public school accountability system. This
comprehensive system leverages coordination,

collaboration, adn integration with various
educational entities including County Offices of

Education (COEs) Local Educational Agencies
(LEAs), and charter schools. The goal of the
Statewide System of Support is to provide

coordinated, needs-based, and differentiated
resources and supports to LEAs that lead to

improved services for all students. 
-CCEE website

Each month, a different Statewide System of
Support resource related to special education will

be highlighted.   

STATEWIDE SYSTEM OF
SUPPORT

Judith Heumann

Ed Roberts

Joan Leon

CALIFORNIA PIONEERS
FOR RIGHTS OF PEOPLE

WITH DISABILITIES

A leading American disability
rights activist, often called
the "Mother of the Disability
Rights Movement," who
tirelessly advocated for and
helped enact landmark
legislation such as Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act
and the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Often called the "Father of the
Independent Living
Movement," was a pioneering
American disability rights
activist who profoundly
impacted accessibility and
inclusion, by advocating for the
rights of people with physical
disabilities to access higher
education and live
independently.

Was an administrator at the
Berkeley Center for Independent
Living and the Ca Department of
Rehabilitation and co-founder of
the World Institute on Disability.
She played a significant role in
grant writing and administrative
efforts that helped these pivotal
organizations thrive and
influence national policy.

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/IDEA-History
https://caltan.info/partners
https://judithheumann.com/
https://californiamuseum.org/inductee/ed-roberts/
https://www.pcori.org/people/joan-leon


September
Least Restrictive Environment & Inclusion

October
Individual Education Program & Student Voice

November
Related Services & Support

December
IDEA’s Anniversary Month: Commemoration
& Impact

January
Technology & Accessibility

February
Celebrating Diversity & Strengths

March
Parental Involvement & Partnership

April
Community & Belonging

May
Professional Development & Educator
Support

June
Transition Services & Post-Secondary Life

July
Advocacy & the Future of IDEA

Each monthly resource will have a list of
possible activities that can be adapted
to meet the needs of your community.
We encourage you to be creative and

create your own activities. You can also
use activities from other months. The

idea is to honor and celebrate the IDEA
as you see fit.  You can find a

comprehensive list of activities here. 

MONTHLY FOCUS THEMES MONTHLY DISABILITY
HIGHLIGHTS
September
Deaf & Hard of Hearing

October
Specific Learning Disability

November
Other Health Impairment

December
Emotional Disability

January
Visual Impairment & Blindness

February
Orthopedic Impairment

March
Intellectual Disability & Multiple Disabilities

April
Autism

May
Speech Language Impairment

June
Deaf-Blindness

July
Traumatic Brain Injury

POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES

THE YEAR AT
A GLANCE

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19X1PdLWGCfodze709mPn8dviBTbuczTAXfYxN1piga8/edit?usp=sharing

